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It Starts With Leadership

Wayne Hussey – CEO of OGC

By Marjo Johne
Almost one-and-a-half decades after he joined
Oakville Gymnastics Club as General Manager,
Wayne Hussey looks back and sees an
organization dramatically transformed and
thriving. The atmosphere of unrest and
discontent that he saw among staff when he
first arrived at the gym has long been replaced
by a culture of respect and collaboration, and
the board is now a cohesive group that takes a
holistic view of the organization.

“When I started 14 years ago, I didn’t know what I was getting into,” recalls
Hussey, who is now the club’s Chief Operating Officer. Financially, the club was
losing money. “The challenge was to turn the ship around to see what we can do
and where we can go.” Under Hussey’s direction, OGC not only regained its
compass, it also charted a new course that saw the club grow in programming,
membership, staffing and reputation.
One of the most significant changes made by Hussey was the restructuring of the
club into five business units, with the administrative department and each
program responsible for developing their respective areas.
“This encouraged the leaders of the different areas to be more business-like in
their thinking and to really work at developing their staff and participants,” says
Hussey. “It was different than how other gymnastics operate. Usually, they have a
board of directors that gets involved with the day-to-day stuff. And because they
don’t have a sports administrator they include that as a responsibility for the head
coaches or recreational director, who are all being pulled by the demands of their
programs.”
(continued on next page)
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… Leadership continued …

Oakville Gymnastic Club in the
Glen Abbey Community Centre

Hussey also reached out to the town of
Oakville, forming a partnership that allowed
the gym to move from its original site at 461
North Service Road West to its current
facility, located inside the Glen Abbey
Community Centre.

“We were looking for a place with synergy, and we have that here with other
activities in the rec centre, which sees about 19,000 people passing through its
doors each week,” says Hussey, who had years of experience as a sports
administrator and entrepreneur before he joined OGC. “Location was so
important to us that we even delayed moving for two years so we can have this
location.”
The move to Glen Abbey required the building of a 25,000-square foot facility – an
$11.7-million project funded jointly by the federal and provincial governments,
the Oakville public Library, the town of Oakville and the Oakville Gymnastics Club.
Always the businessman, Hussey negotiated an agreement to ensure the club
would have stable repayments terms for its 20-year, $3.3-million infrastructure
loan from the town of Oakville. Last year, Hussey handed Oakville’s mayor, Rob
Burton, a pre-payment cheque for $500,000.
“We’re now ahead of schedule because of the pre-payment, with nine years
remaining in our 20-year term instead of 16,” says Hussey, noting that OGC’s debt
is now down to just under $1 million.
The pre-payment, which also reduced the club’s annual borrowing costs from 5.5
per cent to 4.5 per cent, was made by possible by OGC’s dramatic growth in
membership over the years. When Hussey first arrived, the club had roughly 800
to 900 participants each week.
(continued on next page)

BUILDING SUCCESS. ONE DREAM AT A TIME .

PAGE 3

O A K V I L L E

G Y M N A S T I C S

C L U B

… Leadership continued …
Today, about 1,400 kids come each week. Camp attendance has also soared, from
300 kids per year in the old location to between 800 to 900 yearly.

The competitive program has more than doubled, from 90 kids to about 250
today – an increase Hussey attributes largely to OGC’s focus on bringing in such
high-calibre Program Directors as Greg Jackson, Karinda Isaacs, Laurie Finucane,
Niki Lavoie and Don Holmes, who developed OGC’s acro program.
“We've been able to acquire a fiscal surplus based on the fact that our numbers
are increasing,” says Hussey. “This has allowed us to plan for new opportunities,
new programs, and better coaching.”
Throughout all the changes over the last 14 years, however, there has been one
constant presence: Agnes Jankura, OGC’s Club Administrator and longest-serving
employee.
“She does so much for the club, she’s the glue to the whole operation,” says
Hussey.
Just as its hardworking coaches and athletes never stop pushing themselves, the
club isn't about to rest on its laurels, says Hussey. OGC’s goal is to keep on
growing and to become an even better, stronger club. Hussey wants to expand
OGC’s programs, particularly the competitive stream, which he would like to see
increase to about 400 participants.
This continued trajectory of growth means the club will need to bring in more
coaches and staff. And, of course, it will need more space.
“We’re looking into all sorts of things – maybe another facility, maybe a high
performance training centre in partnership with another sports group and,
hopefully, the town of Oakville again,” says Hussey. “We’re continuing to think
outside the box, always asking ‘how can we do it better?’”
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OGC History

Agnes Jankura - Club Administrator

By Heidi Rampersad
The Oakville Gymnastics Club was established in
August 1974, and formed by then President Ken
Westlin under the guidance of coaches John Hall
and Karen Ingram. At the time Westin, attributed
the idea to Hall and his dedication to working
with young girls in gymnastics. The Club grew out
the Woodside Community Project where Hall
had been teaching gymnastics for the previous
two years.

The club was formally incorporated in 1975 and at that time was known as the
Antoinettes Gymnastics Club. The name Antoinette is of French origin and means
"beyond praise" which is quite fitting as the goal of the Club at the time “was to
develop young ladies poise and grace” in addition to "being the best club".
Initially training three hours a day three times a week, the Club began with 15
girls in its first year, and grew in its second year to 40 girls with 6 competitive
athletes. Although the club quickly developed a competitive edge, it was not until
1996 that the club created an Advanced Recreational group for boys. Thus, in
1996 the Antoinettes Gymnastics Club changed its operating name to the Oakville
Gymnastics Club as they added more competitive boys and Power Tumbling and
Trampoline to the club's programs. In 2001 the first Provincial level Boys began
training. Interestingly enough, Antoinettes has remained the club's legal name.
With the arrival and addition of General Manager and now Chief Operating Officer
Wayne Hussey in 1998, the club began to run itself like a business. Decisions
continue to be made with sights on the big picture and how it will affect the club
as a whole. The Board of Directors allow the professional staff to run the club and
are there as the club's "guardians". Agnes Jankura has been the club’s
Administrator since 1992, and many refer to her as the club's historian. Agnes is
the longest serving employee of the club.
(continued on next page)
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… History continued …

Oakville Gymnastic Club in the
Glen Abbey Community Centre

The Oakville Gymnastics Club was originally
located at 461 North Service Road West, and
with the move to its current location at 1415
Third Line, it’s attached to the Town of
Oakvile’s Glen Abbey Recreational Center.
Wayne is very proud of the strong relationship
he has with the Town of Oakville and their
staff.

The location of the Club at the Glen Abbey Recreation Centre gives the impression
OGC is a Town run Club. Financially OGC has excelled. OGC is in a beautiful new
$3.3 Million Dollar dedicated gymnastics facility. The community has been very
supportive, and has expressed their appreciation for how we run our programs.
The location has been very beneficial, as it makes OGC feel like part of the
community. Families can plan to do more than just gymnastics in programs
offered by the Town, and it’s a nice to have the synergy that is created in a busy
location and facility like the Glen Abbey Recreational Center. There is so much for
all of us to proud about at the OGC and that we live in Oakville.
Prior to the move to the new building, there were about 800 to 900 participants
each week, just under 100 of them were competitive. Today those numbers have
about doubled, and camp participation has also increased from about 300 to 800
participants. Some even comment that the gym is almost too busy at times, but
Wayne sees this as nice problem to have. "It has made for a number of logistic
challenges for our staff, but they have adapted very well to meet the demands.
We want to give the kids in community a myriad of gymnastic opportunities so
they can train and compete at every level and in various disciplines."
Furthermore, one their main challenges is that OGC needs more gym space.
There are currently over 300 kids on a waiting list that they know of and many
others just waiting to sign up for the next session.
(continued on next page)
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… History continued …
Physically, the old club was quite different than
it is today. Originally it was a 14,000 sq. foot
building with 11,000 sq feet of gym space. The
ceiling was much lower, and the ring frame
barely fit. Today they have about 25,000 sq
feet and 18,000 sq feet of gym space with 27
foot high ceilings. Improvements also include
designated men's and women's change rooms,
more office space, and Air Conditioning.

The old building had many support columns in the gym, whereas today's structure
is engineered to allow for one large open space. The viewing area was much
smaller and was at floor level - not elevated as it is today. In addition to the
standard equipment, there was one in ground trampoline, one pit, and a short
tumble track. The move to the Club's current location in September 2005 boasted
$100,000 worth of new equipment which was added to an already extensive
assortment of apparatus.. Athletes who moved from the old location to the new
location remember how excited they were to discover that they now had 4 in
ground trampolines, a fast track, a double mini, and more pit space. Greg
Jackson, the current Men’s Program Director, is credited as the main designer of
the current gym with input from all of the staff.
Over the years the Oakville Gymnastics Club-Antoinette’s have had their athletes
in the news, but only in recent years have they been training and producing elite
athletes. Their competitive athletes were competing at much lower levels in the
1970's and into the early 1990's. All of the clubs athletes, young ladies and young
gentlemen deserve praise for not only their achievements, but also for their
dedication and self motivation.
If you ask Wayne Hussey what is in the future for the Oakville Gymnastics Club,
he'd tell you that he would like to see a second facility that would be dedicated to
high performance training and maybe even hosting competitions. It would allow
them to offer more competitive opportunities as well as recreational
opportunities by freeing up gym space in the current facility.
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Opportunity Knocks:
Gymnastics Opens Doors To
NCAA

Allister Paterson - Chair

By Noreen Chung
The start of the story is familiar: a parent
enrolls his/her child in gymnastics because it’s
a fun physical activity. The child learns how to
do a somersault, a cartwheel and perhaps a
back handspring. But what is less familiar is
how the story ends – that is, what
opportunities gymnastics provides.

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
For gymnasts that excel, the path to international competition is highly visible.
The Olympic Games are the pinnacle of any athlete’s career and comes with
significant media attention. Equally notable but with less press are the World
Championships, the Pan American Games and the Pacific Rim Championships, to
name a few.
However, what about the athletes that don’t compete internationally? What
other opportunities do they have?
NCAA SCHOLARSHIPS
The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) awards about $2 billion in full
or partial athletics scholarships each year. There are 85 women’s artistic and 18
men’s artistic teams across various U.S. colleges and each is sanctioned to provide
NCAA athletics scholarships.
(continued on next page)
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… NCCA continued …
The scholarships may top $200,000 over four years for tuition, books, room and
board and other expenses. Allister Paterson, Chair of the OGC Board and parent
of two OGC athletes, remarks that the scholarship recipients are treated well:
typically they are assigned academic advisors to assist with course selection (with
advance sign-up privileges to accommodate training schedules) and personal
tutors to ensure they maintain their studies. All uniforms and training gear are
paid for, as well as travel expenses to various competitions.
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOLARSHIPS
Of the women’s teams, 65 are Division I programs that offer 12 scholarships per
team and 4 are Division II programs that offer 6 scholarships per team.

Christine (Peng Peng) Lee
(UCLA) has committed to an
NCAA scholarship at the
University of California, Los
Angeles (Division I). With the
2012 London Olympics taking
place this summer, she will
be deferring until 2013/14.

Jessica Savona has
committed to an NCAA
scholarship at Louisiana
State University
(Division 1) for 2012/13.

Krishna Yemeny has
committed to an NCAA
scholarship at the
University of Arizona
(Division I) for 2012/13.

(continued on next page)
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… NCCA continued …
Fifteen of the men’s teams are Division I programs offering 6.3 scholarships each.
The remainder are Division III teams. They do not award athletics-based
scholarships, but still extend generous academic or needs-based awards to
gymnasts that can make their athletic program more competitive.
NCAA gymnastics teams range in ability. World-class high performance athletes
are plucked by top schools, while Level 9 Provincial athletes are in demand among
smaller institutions. Most of the recruitment occurs from the Women’s Level 10
(National Open) and the Men’s Junior/Senior National categories.
HOW SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AWARDED
Athletes may obtain scholarships in one of three ways. First, NCAA coaches scout
athletes as early as in their grade 10 year, although they may not contact the
athletes or their families until grade 11. In fact, NCAA coaches attend the OGC
several times a month to scout athletes and some schools have already received
commitments from athletes for the 2012/13 and 2013/14 academic years.
(continued on next page)

Bianca Jordaan has committed
to an NCAA scholarship at
Eastern Michigan University
(Division I) for 2013/14.

Mikaela Gerber has committed
to an NCAA scholarship at
University of California, Los
Angeles (Division I) for 2012/13.
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… NCCA continued …
Second, athletes and their coaches may contact the desired colleges and market
themselves by, for example, sending videos of their routines, speaking with
recruiters and arranging on-campus visits. Third, athletes may hire agents to
“shop” them.
MORE THAN JUST A SCHOLARSHIP
Paterson notes that, in addition to the financial rewards of NCAA opportunities,
athletes enjoy the social perks of joining a team of 15-20 gymnasts that become
instant friends with a common purpose. They support each other, not only in
their athletic pursuits, but also in the transition to a new environment. Moreover,
the emphasis on individual performance shifts to team success, which most
athletes welcome in an otherwise lonely sport.
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Aisha Gerber – University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Matt Albrecht – Pennsylvania State University (Penn State)
Katie Samson – Ithaca College
Nikki Paterson – Eastern Michigan University
There is a growing list of OGC athletes who have already committed to an NCAA
scholarship to various Division I schools for 2012/13 and 2013/14:
Jessica Savona – Louisiana State University (LSU)
Christine (Peng Peng) Lee – University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Krishna Yemeny – University of Arizona
Bianca Jordaan – Eastern Michigan University
Mikaela Gerber – University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Sylvia Colussi-Palaez – University of Florida

Now that’s a good ending to a story about somersaults, cartwheels and back
handsprings.
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Christine (Peng Peng) Lee

Christine (Peng Peng) Lee

By Lisa Hepfner
Peng Peng Lee was a star long before she decided
to train at the Oakville Gymnastics Club. In 2008, as
she whirled over the uneven bars at the Pacific Rim
Championships, the broadcast commentators
drooled. "On bars, on beam, she's like,
outrageous!" She ended up hitting the lower bar
hard with her gut, but finished her routine with
barely a grimace and to the admiration of all. She
finished the competition second in the uneven bars
event finals.

Peng Peng Lee emerged as a brilliant Canadian junior and disappeared nearly as
quickly, leaving behind rumours of a career-threatening back injury, but she was
never quite forgotten. Online gymnastics communities penned their concern.
"Where is Peng Peng Lee?“
Peng needed two years to recover from her back injury, and when she did decide
to return to gymnastics, Peng Peng chose Oakville for a couple of reasons – it was
a safe environment, and she liked the coaching. Her body was still hurt, and she
approached her workouts gingerly. She calls Oakville's facilities among the biggest
and safest in Ontario. "It has a long trampoline where I could practice my
tumbling, before I impacted the hard landings on my body onto the floor." She
was able to recover step by step. "I like all the different equipment (at Oakville.) It
helped my body a lot, because of the impact. It's safer for you to train." She
supposes that's the same reason the gym is packed with children every evening,
as she and her competitive teammates wrap up their sessions. The huge pits filled
with soft cubes of foam, the various trampolines and places to climb and jump
and fall without harm. "If you're a mom and you're looking at gyms, you want
them to be safe… and also you want your kids to have a lot of fun, and different
events to try.“
(continued on next page)
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… Peng Peng contined …

Christine (Peng Peng) Lee

She likes the thought of being a role model for those kids, and showing them how
much fun gymnastics can be. Peng Peng says her coaches eased her back into
gymnastics, and made sure she was okay and felt comfortable before she started.
Peng loves that she gets to travel when competing for Canada. Within a month or
so she'll know whether she qualifies for the 2012 Olympics in London. She has
just returned from the 2012 Zita Challange World Cup in Croatia where she
wowed the crowd with her gorgeous form and her speed. She brought home a
Gold medal on bars, and came up just short of earning a medal on floor and beam
with fourth place finishes. In 2011 she went to the Doha World Cup in Qatar, and
rode ATVs over the sand dunes in her off time.
She has a lot to be excited about, and she seems to allow herself to experience
the joy of gymnastics over the stress of competition. Peng Peng has a face made
for the cameras, and a smile that needs no extra lighting.

(continued on next page)
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… Peng Peng contined …
You can see it in the photos of her grinning in the desert. You can hear it in her
only advice to anyone wanting to try gymnastics. "You have to enjoy it." She
remembers gymnastics when she was six or seven and says, "I quit because I
didn't like it. But then when we moved to Toronto I tried it again. I fell in love with
it." If you ask her what she loves most about gymnastics, she will tell you, "I'm a
very energetic kid. I love to flip and I love the feeling of flying in the air. I love to
do all these different tricks. I think that's what I like most about gymnastics; just
learning different things."
Peng Peng was just 15, a year too young for the 2008 Olympics. This time she
hopes to be in London, but she's not taking anything for granted. "I still have to
work really hard for that spot. It's anyone's game right now."

It's somehow appropriate that the 18-year-old has signed on to compete at UCLA
next fall… she's the sort of girl California adores. But on the world stage, she'll
always be Canadian… and we should all be proud.

Christine (Peng Peng) Lee
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Cory Paterson

Cory Paterson

By Lisa Hepfner
Cory Paterson is one of the few older
competitive gymnasts at OGC. You will often
see him still training hard late into the evening.
That's when all the kids in the jam-packed
recreational programs are in the gym,
screeching their way from station to station. But
in between their wild leaps into the foam pits
and desperate attempts to lift themselves over
a bar or somersault across a beam…. they watch
Cory. He's their inspiration.

At 5'8, he's tall for a gymnast, but that hasn't stopped him from winning most of
the competitions he enters. Only 17, he has another year to go before he can
qualify for the Olympics. When that happens, he could easily become a household
name across the country.
The three-time Junior National Champion gracefully handles the attention. His
200-plus medals don't weigh him down. He's even a volunteer coach. He blushes
a little when you mention the parents, and other spectators filling the seats
behind the glass overlooking the vast, busy OGC floor; and how there are always
gasps and fingers pointing his way. He may blush more, if you ask how it feels to
have the worship of most of the aspiring young gymnasts in the gym… all trying
hard to emulate him -- especially the boys who see him still as a boy… a grown
one, but a boy like them, and not an unfathomable man.
Cory says he mostly has to focus his attention away from all the chaos and
concentrate on his own skills when he's at the gym. He knows the youngest kids
are having fun.
After all, it wasn't so long ago he was three years old, and one of those not-quitecoordinated, riotous children, jumping with wild abandon on the trampoline.
That's what gave him the gymnastics bug.
(continued on next page)
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… Cory continued …
He's had so much fun, and it hasn't mattered if
he takes a little razzing from the guys at school
who are involved in more, seemingly, "manly"
sports. It certainly doesn't matter when the girls
swoon after he flips in the air a few times in
front of them all. Those kinds of skills make a
kid shine in high school (though Cory is also an
honour student with a 3.9 grade point average).

Greg Jackson - Men’s Artistic
Program Director

He also tries to show the younger gymnasts, by
example, what it takes to be able to do what he
can do. "It's not as much fun putting in the hard
skills that you learn.

You have to try to fight through everything. You have to learn the timing for every
skill, and get the strength needed for every skill. You should never give up on your
routine. I'll be so tired…. but I'll just finish up, no matter what. You've got to do
that to get better." Cory also said that, "I always had good basics".
Cory's pristine form always draws comments in competition. But those clean lines
take a lot of work. That is why he's still in the gym training long after many others
have left. Cory's strong physical skills are really a product of his strong mental
skills.
Cory learns new skills well because he wants to learn them. His coach Greg
Jackson once told the local newspaper, "He wants to learn new skills. I just guide
him along the path. He wants it. As a coach, it's great if you don't have to
convince someone to work hard.“
Jackson attributes Cory's wild success to his "consistent, near perfect execution,"
achieved, of course, through "a desire to perfect his technique and presentation."
He calls Cory disciplined and reliable and cool under pressure.
(continued on next page)

BUILDING SUCCESS. ONE DREAM AT A TIME .

PAGE 16

O A K V I L L E

G Y M N A S T I C S

C L U B

… Cory continued …
Cory's persistence made him OGC's first ever national champion. He's been on the
National team since 2005, when he was just 10. Thrice he's been the national allround champion for his age group. He's won High Bar every year since 2008.
Except for one year when he had a wrist injury, he's won Parallel Bars every year
since 2007.
Cory also has natural talent that seems to run in the family. His older sister Nikki
acquired and NCAA scholarship and trains in Michigan.
Within the next year or so Cory will likely have a NCAA scholarship somewhere
south of the border - maybe even Michigan. He's lived elsewhere before Australia, New Zealand. He's travelled as far as China, Europe, Asia, to Arab
nations and to the Caribbean Islands. Gymnastics, at Cory's level pays off with a
world of experience, but this Canadian also has Olympic dreams… and a team
behind him at OCG to help make that happen.

Cory Paterson
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… Cory continued …
Cory's persistence made him OGC's first ever national champion. He's been on the
National team since 2005, when he was just 10. Thrice he's been the national allround champion for his age group. He's won High Bar every year since 2008.
Except for one year when he had a wrist injury, he's won Parallel Bars every year
since 2007.
Cory also has natural talent that seems to run in the family. His older sister Nikki
acquired and NCAA scholarship and trains in Michigan.
Within the next year or so Cory will likely have a NCAA scholarship somewhere
south of the border - maybe even Michigan. He's lived elsewhere before Australia, New Zealand. He's travelled as far as China, Europe, Asia, to Arab
nations and to the Caribbean Islands. Gymnastics, at Cory's level pays off with a
world of experience, but this Canadian also has Olympic dreams… and a team
behind him at OCG to help make that happen.

Karinda Isaacs - Director,
Recreational Programs

Don Holmes
Tumbling Program Director
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